Viruses and chronic disorders involving the human oral mucosa.
Viruses have been implicated in the etiology of several chronic disorders of the oral mucosa. Most of these associations have been with DNA viruses, particularly certain herpesviruses, which are associated, for example, with some cases of erythema multiforme and with hairy leukoplakia. Papillomaviruses are associated with various papillomatous lesions, focal epithelial hyperplasia, and possibly with some carcinomas. Viruses may possibly be associated with recurrent aphthae, Behçet's syndrome, and some dermatoses. The literature concerning these possible associations is reviewed. However, much more research needs to be done before the full story of viral associations with oral mucosal disorders can be written.